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Lonza to Expand the Availability of the RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System  
 
Cologne, Germany / Walkersville, MD, USA, 7 July 2015 – Lonza has announced that it 
has reached an exclusive agreement with TAP Biosystems, part of the Stedim Biotech Group, 
to distribute the company’s RAFT™ (Real Architecture For 3D Tissue) 3D Cell Culture 
System. The RAFT™ System uses a patented absorber technology to create cell layers in 
high-density collagen that mimic the in vivo environment. This system enables researchers to 
generate more biologically meaningful data from their cell culture studies.  
 
The versatile RAFT™ Kit is available in a number of formats and is appropriate for analysis 
using a wide variety of imaging, biochemical and histological techniques. In combination with 
Lonza’s human primary cells and media solutions, the RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System 
empowers researchers to create physiologically relevant cell culture models for use across 
drug discovery and research applications. 
 
Benefits of the RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System 
 
The RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System has been designed with simple, easy-to-follow protocols 
that allow researchers to set up 3D cell cultures in under an hour. The RAFT™ Kit includes a 
collagen type I solution and biocompatible absorbers, which remove the medium from cell-
seeded collagen hydrogels and allow researchers to control both cell concentration and 
matrix density. RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System is a flexible system that supports a variety 
of formats including 24-well, 96-well and insert-well. 
 
The key differentiation of the RAFT™ System from other platforms is its versatility. This 
system can be utilized with one cell type, or multiple cell types in parallel. Cells can be 
cultured within the collagen scaffold, or on top, or both. The addition of permeable membrane 
cell culture inserts provides other extensions to the system, allowing the generation of barrier 
models including air-lift models. Furthermore, the system is compatible with a variety of cell 
types and has already been used to successfully generate 3D cultures in a number of 
research areas, including oncology, toxicology and neuroscience.  
 
Lubna Hussain, Senior Product Manager for Lonza Bioscience Solutions, commented: “Using 
the RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System, cells grown in 3D culture are surrounded by a high-
density collagen matrix that is more representative of an in vivo environment when compared 
to traditional 2D or suspension cultures. This approach allows for the formation of complex 
models and facilitates an improved understanding of cellular growth, differentiation and cell-
to-cell interactions.”  
 
She added, “The RAFT™ System is a truly powerful system that offers many benefits and 
advantages over other 3D platforms due to its novel approach, and our team at Lonza is 
proud to add it to our portfolio of high-performing cell biology products. Used in combination, 

http://www.lonza.com/raft
http://www.lonza.com/raft


  

BioResearch  
  

 Lonza Group Ltd 
Muenchensteinerstrasse 38 
4002 Basel, Switzerland 

 www.lonza.com 

 

Product News 
 

 

these products allow researchers to delve even deeper into cellular biology in the pursuit of 
insight and discovery.” 
 
For further details about how the RAFT™ System can enhance 3D culture methods and 
improve the biological relevance of results, visit www.lonza.com/raft 
 
 
About Lonza Pharma&Biotech – Bioscience Solutions 
Lonza provides the pharma market with the tools that life-science researchers use to develop 
and test therapeutics, from basic research to final product release. Lonza’s bioscience 
products and services range from cell culture and discovery technologies for research, to 
quality control tests and software to ensure product quality. Lonza Bioscience Solutions serves 
research customers worldwide in pharmaceutical, biopharmaceutical, biotechnology and 
personal-care companies, as well as academic and government research institutions. The 
company delivers physiologically relevant cell biology solutions and complete solutions for 
rapid microbiology. Primary brands include BioWhittaker™, Clonetics™, FlashGel™, 
MetaPhor™, MycoAlert™, Nucleofection™, NuSieve™, PAGEr™, Poietics™ and SeaKem

®
. 

 
 
About Lonza 
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets. We harness science and technology to create products that 
support safer and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of life.  
 
Not only are we a custom manufacturer and developer, Lonza also offers services and 
products ranging from active pharmaceutical ingredients and stem-cell therapies to drinking 
water sanitizers, from the vitamin B compounds and organic personal care ingredients to 
agricultural products, and from industrial preservatives to microbial control solutions that 
combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other pathogens. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-respected global company with more 
than 40 major manufacturing and R&D facilities and approximately 9,800 employees 
worldwide. The company generated sales of about CHF 3.64 billion in 2014 and is organized 
into two market-focused segments: Pharma&Biotech and Specialty Ingredients. Further 
information can be found at www.lonza.com 
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Petra Haberkamm Dominik Werner Constance Ward 
Tel +49 221 991990 Tel +41 61 316 8798 Tel +41 61 316 8840  
Fax +49 221 99199498 Fax +41 61 316 9540 Fax +41 61 316 9840 
marcom.lbs@lonza.com  dominik.werner@lonza.com  constance.ward@lonza.com  

 
Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary 
listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s 
continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 
current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these 
expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 
uncertainty and are qualified in their entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking 
statements included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza 
Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news release. 
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